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FARM     1!  k  R       NETS  uq.  i71 

PIGS  IS  PIGS—MORE  IT  '46 
„  Farmers  intend  to  have  about  four  percent  more  sews  farrow  next  spring  than 

were  farrowed  in  the  spring  of  1945..  Spring  intentions  tabulated  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  point  to  the  farmings  of  8,542,000  sews  next  spring,  slight- 
,     ly  larger  than  last  year  and  nine  percent  above  the  10-year  average,  which  should 
'       result  in  attainment  of  the  52  million  spring  pi^  goal. 

29  CENTS  SEEN  AS  *46  EGG  LOT 
The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  announced  a  plan  to  support  the  price  of 
eggs  to  farmers  to  reflect  a  U.  S.  average  of  29  cents  a  dozen  during  the  heaW 
production  season  next  spring.    3h  the  Midwest,  the  support  will  be  at  an  average 
,     farm  price  of  27  cents.    The  Department  explains  that  Midwest  egg  prices  general- 
ly average  lower  than  these  of  other  regions. 

The  support  plan,  according  to  Agriculture  Secretary  Clinton  P.  Andersen,  is 
to  go  into  operation  as  soon  as  conditions  threaten  to  reduce  egg  prices,  on  the 
average,  below  the  90  percent  of  parity  formula  specified  by  Congress. 

Purchase  of  dried  eggs  will  get  the  main  emphasis  because  most  of  the  drying 
„      plants  are  located  in  the  Midwest,  where  the  heaviest  egg  surpluses  are  expected. 
Eggs  bought,  either  in  dried,  frozen  or  shell  form,  will  be  disposed  of  in  ship- 
ments abroad,  sales  to  other  agencies,  or  through  school  lunch  programs  and  public 
ins  titutions « 

BUMPER  WHEAT  CROP  PREDICTED 

Seeding  of  winter  wheat  to  be  harvested  in  1946  exceeds  plantings  of  a  year 

►     ago  by  3.6  percent,  pointing  to  the  possibility  of  the  Nation's  third  successive 

,    billion-bushel  wheat  crop.    Seeding  this  fall  total  51,940,000  acres  compared 

with  50,125,000  last  year  and  a  10-year  average  of  46,757,000  acres.    Biggest  in- 
creases in  seeding  are  in  the  Great  Plains  and  other  western  states. 


ORDERLY  LARKSTPTG  OF  HOGS  Eff ORIENT 
A  naming  to  farcers  to  continue  orderly  hog  marketings  tc  keep  prices  at  or 
near  OPA  ceilings  has  been  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Department  cf  Agriculture. 

The  USDA  says  there  is  no  overs  upply  of  p'erk  this  winter.    The  market  is 
strong  and  supplies  are  still  short  of  demand*    But  the  labor  force  in  many  pack- 
ing plants  cannot  take  care  of  large  increases  in  hog  receipts  on  short  notice, 
and  a  tight  situation  also  prevails  with  respect  to  transportation  facilities  in 

moving  hogs  to  distant  points  for  slaughter. 

KXGH  HS1T  rfCQI-IE 

Receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  meat  animals  averaged  2.2  billion  dollars  in 
1935-39,  compared  to  the  all-tim-3  high  of  5.9  billion  dollars  in  1913  and  5.7 
billion  dollars  in  1914,  Department  of  Agriculture  economists  report. 

Secretary  Clinton  P.  Anderson  points  out  that  British  purchases  in  the  past 
have  always  provided  farmers  of  the  U.  3.  with  their' largest  single  foreign  market. 

CHICIC  OUTPUT  IT;  GOALS  ARE  L0.7ER 

Chick  output  by  commercial  hatcheries  during  November  was  the  largest  on  re- 
cord for  that  month — 27  percent  larger  than  November  of  1911.    This  increased  de- 
mand is  somewhat  at  variance  with  1916  farm  goals  for  chickens  and  eggs,  which  are 
17  and  15  percent  below  the  1915  numbers,  due  to  the  prospect  of  sharply  reduced 
requirements  as  a  result  of  the  end  of  the  war  and  lend— lease  and  improvements  in* 

the  supply  of  rod  meats. 

MORE  PRECIOUS  THAN  "SILVER  CA  GOLD" 

American  consumers,  who  sometimes  find  it  hard  to  imagine  the  meaning  of  hun- 
ger, will  be  interested  in  learning  why  coal  production  in  North  China  has  nearly 
doubled  during,  the  past  month.    Officials  say  th©  sudden  spurt  is  directly  clue  to 
the  arrival  of  flour  for  distribution  by  UU.AAA,    Promise  of  payment  in  the  much- 
needed  white  fl'ur  attracted  many  of  the  workers  back  to  the  mines. 

FATS  SHORTAGE  CONTINUES  . 

Reserve  stocks  of  fats  and  oils  this  fall  were  at  their  lowest  point  since 
1938,  with  little' prospects  of  an  improvement  in  the  situation  before  1947.  By 
October  1,  factory  end  warehouse  stocks  totaled    one-fourth  less  than  a  ye"r  ago. 


